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While reading, consider the following questions:
Book 1
What do you think is the symbolic meaning of the Greek gods and godesses? Are they meant to be taken literally? If not, what is it that they represent? Think carefully about the speech of Zeus. What does it suggest about human behavior and the tragic fate of human individuals? Where is Odysseus at this point in the adventure? What is the relevance of Zeus' speech to Odysseus' plight? Pay attention to the apparition of Athena to Telemakhos. What are the implications of the use of words like "daydreaming" and "dreamed"? Does Athena appear to Telemakhos as a goddess or does she use a disguise? What does this imply? What is the problem at Odysseus' house that Athena is trying to solve by advising Telemakhos? What is the implication of the description of the suitors as a "wolf pack"? 
Book 2
Pay very close attention to the description of the omen of the two eagles that appear to Telemakhos and the assembled Ithakans . Is the interpretation furnished by the prophet Halitherses the correct one? Why? What exactly do the eagles mean?  

Annotate the text for 
· Character details
· Important plot points
· Areas of confusion
· Moments that really strike you
· Meaningful passages/quotes
· Foreshadowing
· Use of symbolism
	
	


	
	





	The Odyssey
Annotation Rubric

	  
____A: markings and written commentary saturate the entire book, 
· recognition of significant plot points or ideas, 
· something significant noted  on every few page,
· identify purpose and theme of text, 
· literary elements are identified 
· personal responses included frequently
· identified areas that address the questions

____B: many markings and comments are found throughout the book, 
· many important elements/quotes are highlighted in the text, 
· something significant noted in nearly every chapter 
· personal responses included throughout

____C: lacking written commentary 
· Some highlighting of important elements and/or quotes,
· personal responses included occasionally

____D: highlighted sections appear random or insignificant 

____F: No annotation
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